PROMOTING SYDNEY AS A CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION TO SOUTH KOREA
Purpose of travel

To promote Sydney as a centre for international arbitration to law firms and businesses in South Korea
Benefits of travel for the State of New South Wales

One of the focuses of my work as Attorney General has been the development of Sydney as a hub for international arbitration in the Asia Pacific region and beyond. This has included setting up and funding, alongside the Commonwealth Attorney General, the Australian International Disputes Centre (AIDC) in Sydney, the nation’s first facility dedicated to international arbitration and other international dispute resolution. The centre was established in August 2010 and has dealt with 30 matters so far.
We have worked with the Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration (ACICA) throughout this process. Of particular importance has been the promotion of the centre to international markets to encourage lawyers and businesses from overseas, and particularly the Asia Pacific to consider locating the venue for any arbitration in Sydney and taking advantage of the Centre. ACICA has advised that a key element of any promotional campaign needs to involve travelling to, meeting with and explaining the benefits of arbitration in Sydney to those people who make the decisions about where to locate the arbitration of disputes arising out of international commercial agreements through the terms of the arbitration clause: that is commercial lawyers, arbitration lawyers and their clients in businesses and corporations. 
ACICA has advised that in this marketing it would be beneficial for the Attorney General to be involved, particularly when targeting countries in East Asia where the presence of a government minister conveys substantial impact because of cultural values surrounding the holding of government office. It therefore requested my involvement in a marketing trip to Seoul to promote arbitration at the Sydney centre to Korean businesses and law firms.

Doug Jones AM, the President of ACICA and the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators organised a seminar to be held at the premises of a major South Korean law firm, Bae Kim and Lee, to promote Australia as a venue for arbitration.
Meeting with the Korean Commercial Arbitration Board

At 10am on 20 January, the morning of the day in which the seminar was to be held, I attended a meeting organized by Mr Jones with KCAB, the Korean Commercial Arbitration Board in their offices at the Trade Tower in Seoul.  The President of the KCAB, Mr Jae Moon Doh hosted the meeting, and also in attendance were Mr Hyun Suk Oh, the Director of the Arbitration Promotion Team and Ms Hwang Sunyoung, the Deputy Manager of the International Investment Monitoring Centre. At the meeting I outlined the work that we had been doing in legislative reform and in funding for the AIDC to make NSW an attractive environment for international arbitration. Mr Doh and Mr Jones also discussed the possibilities of cooperation between ACICA and the KCAB, including referring matters to be dealt with under KCAB arbitration rules to Sydney for resolution. Mr Doh explained to us the operation of the KCAB and how it handles international disputes and there was consequent and useful discussion comparing the jurisdictions of New South Wales with that of South Korea.
Seminar Presentation to Korean and international lawyers and businesspeople at Bae, Kim & Lee

At 2pm on 20 January I attended the offices of Bae, Kim and Lee, a Korean law firm with a large practice in international commercial arbitration, for the purposes of participating in a seminar entitled ‘Navigating Choices in International Arbitration: Options for Korea in the Asia-Pacific Region’. The seminar attracted 69 registered attendees, a list of whom is attached. They included Korean lawyers, Australian and American lawyers working for Korean law firms, American lawyers from firms in the USA and the Secretary General of the Korean-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
I spoke at the opening of the proceedings along with Professor Doug Jones of Clayton Utz and the Senior Business Development manager of the Australian Trade Commission in Korea, Mr Sung-o Cho. Also speaking with me were the following, listed alongside their law firms:

· Alex Baykitch, Holman Fenwick Willan

· James Morrison, Bae, Kim & Lee
· Kevin (Kap-You) Kim, Bae, Kim & Lee
·  David MacArthur, Bae, Kim & Lee
· John Bang, Bae, Kim & Lee
· Benjamin Hughes, Shin & Kim
· Young-Seok Lee, Yulchon

· Sung Woo (Sean) Lim, Lee & Ko

· Robert Wachter, Yulchon
I spoke in the first of the two sessions for the afternoon, which covered the topics Introduction and overview of different options for businesses arbitrating in the Asia-Pacific Region and Australia and ACICA.  As well as my own discussion of the legislative environment for arbitration in NSW, the reforms that had occurred at both the State and Federal level, and the facilities offered by the AIDC, the audience also heard from Australian lawyers Alex Baykitch and James Morrison who talked about the benefits of arbitration in Australia, as well as Doug Jones who put the argument as to why Sydney was a good choice for arbitration both from the perspective of the Asia Pacific region and more globally.

The audience was receptive to the benefits of Sydney as a centre for international arbitration when compared to its regional competitors of Singapore and Hong Kong. This positive attitude towards Sydney continued in the discussion of the next session, Experiences from Korea and abroad using different arbitration options and in the Asia-Pacific region in which Korean and American lawyers participated.
Following the sessions a reception was held featuring Australian food and drink supplied by Austrade.

Meeting with Justice Shin of the Supreme Court of Korea

The following day, before flying out from Seoul to return to Sydney, I was invited to a meeting with Judge Shin of the Supreme Court of Korea, who I had earlier met when he visited Sydney together with a delegation from the Supreme Court of Korea in 2010. Judge Shin received me in his chambers and we discussed and compared court administrative practices in Korea and NSW, the functioning of the Korean Supreme Court and its roles in constitutional and appeals matters, issues of speed and efficiency in the Korean judicial system as well as human rights and bills or charters of rights. Judge Shin also took me on a tour of the Supreme Court building, including the larger courtroom where full bench decisions were handed down and the smaller courtroom for uncontested matters. We both expressed enthusiasm about continuing ties between the New South Wales and Korean judicial systems.
Following on from the meeting I have written to 13 of the key lawyers and stakeholders who attended the seminars to establish on-going contact between them and the Australian commercial arbitration community. 
My office has also been in contact with Austrade in Korea and ACICA to discuss ongoing plans for marketing, promotion and the development of the market for Australian commercial arbitration in the country.
Estimated costs and details of travel 

	Minister 
	The Hon John Hatzistergos MLC

	Portfolio 
	Attorney General

	Countries visited 
	Republic of South Korea

	Date of travel 
	19th January 2011 – 22nd January 2011

	Number of accompanying:

(a) Ministerial Staff

(b) Government Officials 
	(a) 1
(b) 0

	Accompanied by spouse in an official capacity 
	No

	Air fares 

(a) Minister and Ministerial Staff

(b) Government Officials
	(a) $9417.16 AUD
(b) N/A

	Accommodation and meals
(a) Minister and Ministerial Staff

(b) Government Officials
	(a) $1485.39 AUD * (including taxes) 
(b) N/A

	Official hospitality expenses 

(a) Minister and Ministerial Staff

(b) Government Officials
	(a) -
(b) -

	Other expenses (including some meals, refreshments, surface travel and travel allowances)

(a) Minister and Ministerial Staff

(b) Government Officials
	(a) $272.91 AUD * (Airport transfers) 
(b)

	Total estimated travel costs

(a) Minister and Ministerial Staff

(b) Government Officials
	(a) $11,150.27 AUD
(b)


* Charged in South Korean Won and converted based on the exchange rate on 19th January 2011 $1AUD = 952.70 South Korean Won
